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MEDIA RELEASE
June 6, 2011

Live free of violence at home, in the family and community

Today (June 6, 2011) marks the official launch of Meminar Ngangg Gimba, a program response to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and children dealing with or escaping family violence.

An initiative of the Department of Human Services, Meminar Ngangg Gimba is based on the collective work of Regional Action Groups across the state and through the development of the Indigenous Family Violence 10 Year Plan, Strong Culture, Strong Peoples, Strong Families.

The first phase of the program is underway with the delivery of a free and confidential service providing crisis support, advocacy and case management. Since commencing in December, the service has received 18 referrals for case management and counselling.
Haven, formerly Loddon Mallee Housing Services, has been selected as the interim service provider by the Meminar Ngangg Gimba Reference Group and endorsed by the Indigenous Family Violence Regional Action Group to deliver the interim response of case management services.

“We consider it an honour and a privilege to work in partnership with the Regional Action Group as the interim service provider for Meminar Ngangg Gimba,’’ said Haven’s Acting CEO Trudi McClure. 
The second phase of the program is the construction of a cluster housing complex in Ontario Avenue, Mildura, to provide short term accommodation for up to six women and their children.     

Aboriginal Affairs Victoria Executive Director Ian Hamm, who officially launched the service, said Meminar Ngangg Gimba would help women get back on their feet in a modern, safe, and secure environment whilst remaining connected with the community.
“Family Violence is a real issue that both the Aboriginal community and government are working hard to address.  The partnership that continues between the Aboriginal community and the government to achieve a safer future for our communities is demonstrated in the launch of this crucial service today.”
Mildura-based architect Andrew Nairn has developed a sensitive design to ensure it fits with the existing streetscape of the neighbourhood. 
Building is expected to start next month with completion expected in early 2012. 
When the site is developed a support provider will be selected by the Meminar Ngangg Gimba Reference Group to deliver services directly from the site which will be supported 24 hours a day, seven days a week to ensure the women and children living in the units will have access to continuing support and assistance.
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