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$20m plan for affordable living

'PETER BEGG

A COMMUNITY housing
service is preparing to
build more than
$20 million worth of low-
rental housing projectsin
Geelong.

Loddon Mallee Hous-
ing Service opened its
Geelong office in Paking-
ton St yesterday, reflect-
ing the growth of its local
presence.

The service is bmldlng
30 dwellings for low-
income people and famil-
ies in the Geelong region,
and plans to build an-
other 60 properties here
in the next 18 months.

The Bendigo-based ser-
vice has established itself

in Geelong because thers .
is no affordable housmg

assoclation here. -

Loddon. Mallee. CEO.~

Ken Marchingo said there
were only elght ‘housing

associations - in- Vietoria,

and because they, used a
lot of government, money,
there was & very high bar
for orgahisations fo be-

- come’ reglstered
“THere.Is no housing .

associatioh based in the
western half of the state
apart from ourselves " he
said.

“There are some hous-
ing providers, that's a

ACCOMMODATION PLAN:

lowar tevel of registration
and they can’t do what
we can'do.

“What we are hoping to
do is work our way:-

through the community,

identify the smaller pro-::

viders, and work with-:
them.” .
Mr Marchingo "gaid--

there were 10,000 uhem-
ployed people in this re-.

gion,: 1000 hHomeless

people anid 2000 famifies .

- Richard Wynne,

to have investment by

Housing Minister Richard Wynne opens the new Loddon Mallee
: Hnusmg Service office on Pakmgtun St yesterday.

on housing waiting lists
who would benefit from
Loddon Mallee’s
services. -

State Housing Minister
who
opened the Geelong office
yesterday, said it was fan-

 tastic to have Loddon

Mallee in Geelong,

“To have their ser-
vieces here on the ground
means that we are going
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the housing association
here in  Geelong and
they will be looking for
more opportunities - to
put more affordable
housing on the g"round "
Mr Wynne said.

“That means that
people who are now:
doing it hatd in the pri-
vate rental market will
have an option to be a
part of the housing as-
sociation.”




